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Lange Nacht Der 
Hausarbeiten: Academic 
Writing in English

Natalie Stevenson 

ZSL Heidelberg



The ZSL (Zentrales Sprachlabor)

We offer: 

• General and subject-specific courses in 

over 18 different languages

• Small, seminar-style language classes 

where you can get to know students from 

other disciplines

• Language exams (DAAD, TOEFL,CELI, 

Language Certificates, etc.)
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Today’s Plan: 

Institut / Thema / Verantwortliche(r) / Position 3

Mini-discussion

What is 'Flow' and how can it improve my writing?

Wrap-up and questions
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Recommended Reads: 

For English-language citations and writing exercises: Purdue Owl Writing Lab

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/index.html


Introduce Yourself to your Neighbor! 

Discuss: 
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What makes a ‘good’ 
academic paper, when 
it comes to style and 

structuring your 
ideas?

What should you 
avoid doing? 
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Structuring an Academic Paper: Use the Hourglass 

Method! 
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What is ‚flow‘? 
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You can make your paper flow better 
using transitions….
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Which text do 
you prefer, and 
why? 
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….And you can also create ‘flow’ by

going from old to new! 
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Examples
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Let’s Look at an Example Together! 



14

What do you 
think about 
these two 
versions?  
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Revise the end of the paragraph! 



To Sum up: 

Institut / Thema / Verantwortliche(r) / Position 16

here

Use the hourglass method to structure your paper

Using ‘Flow’ techniques will make your writing easier to 
follow

Questions? Interested in signing up for a language 
course? Stop by the ZSL, or click here for our website.

https://www.heiskills.uni-heidelberg.de/de/ueber-uns/zentrales-sprachlabor
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