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The ZSL (Zentrales Sprachlabor)

We offer:

* General and subject-specific courses in
over 18 different languages

« Small, seminar-style language classes
where you can get to know students from
other disciplines

* Language exams (DAAD, TOEFL,CELI,
Language Certificates, etc.)
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Today’s Plan:

r- Mini-discussion

— What is 'Flow' and how can it improve my writing?

o0 Wrap-up and questions

Institut / Thema / Verantwortliche(r) / Position 3
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Recommended Reads:

2 edition

S’E:u(‘iyskn!ﬂé .
e Academic
ACADEMIC WRITING Writing for

SKILLS FOR Graduate
INTERNATIONAL udents

e g

ESSENTIAL TA%S ANp smu.s j

STUDENTS

For English-language citations and writing exercises: Purdue Owl Writing Lab
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https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/index.html
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Introduce Yourself to your Neighbor!
Discuss:

What makes a ‘good’
academic paper, when
it comes to style and
structuring your
ideas?

What should you
avoid doing?
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Structuring an Academic Paper: Use the Hourglass ‘
Method!

Introduction

Review of the
Literature

From general to particular - narrow the focus

From particular to general - widen the focus

Results

U]

I

“', Dlscusswn and Conclusmn

U

jr—
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What is ,flow?

ZSL Heidelberg,
Natalie Stevenson

10. Now read these two texts on lasers in medicine. Which do you
prefer? Why?

A. @ Lasers have found widespread application in medicine.

@ Lasers play an important role in the treatment of eye dis-
ease and the prevention of blindness. @ The eye is ideally
suited for laser surgery @ Most of the eye tissue is transpar-
ent. @ The frequency and focus of the laser beam can be
adjusted according to the absorption of the tissue. @ The
beam “cuts” inside the eye with minimal damage to the sur-
rounding tissue—even the tissue between the laser and the
incision. @ Lasers are effective in treating some causes of
blindness. @ Other treatments are not. € The interaction
between laser light and eye tissue is not fully understood.

. @ Lasers have found widespread application in medicine.

@ For example, they play an important role in the treatment
of eye disease and the prevention of blindness. @ The eye

is ideally suited for laser surgery because most of the

eye tissue is transparent. @ Because of this transparency,

the frequency and focus of the laser beam can be adjusted
according to the absorption of the tissue so that the beam
“cuts” inside the eye with minimal damage to the surrounding
tissue—even the tissue between the laser and the incision.
@ Lasers are also more effective than other methods in
treating some causes of blindness. @ However, the interaction
between laser light and eye tissue is not fully understood.
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You can make your paper flow better

using transitions....

THEREFORE
IN ADDITION

IN CONCLUSION
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Which text do
you prefer, and
why?

A. @ Lasers have found widespread application in medicine.

@® Lasers play an important role in the treatment of eye dis-
ease and the prevention of blindness. @ The eye is ideally
suited for laser surgery @ Most of the eye tissue is transpar-
ent. @ The frequency and focus of the laser beam can be
adjusted according to the absorption of the tissue. @ The
beam “cuts” inside the eye with minimal damage to the sur-
rounding tissue—even the tissue between the laser and the
incision. @ Lasers are effective in treating some causes of
blindness. @ Other treatments are not. @ The interaction

between laser light and eye tissue is not fully understood.

. @ Lasers have found widespread application in medicine.

@® For example, they play an important role in the treatment

of eye disease and the prevention of blindness. @ The eye
is ideally suited for laser surgery because most of the

eye tissue is transparent.@;cause of this transparency,

the frequency and focus of the laser beam can be adjusted
according to the absorption of the tissue so that the beam

“cuts” inside the eye with minimal damage to the surrounding
tissue—even the tissue between the laser and the incision.
@ Lasers are also more effective than other methods in

treating some causes of blindness. @ However, the interaction

between laser light and eye tissue is not fully understood.
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....And you can also create ‘flow’ by
going from old to REW!



Template
Expand
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Sentence 1 (Old Information): Begin with a statement that
establishes existing knowledge or a commonly known fact
related to the topic.

Sentence 2 (Old to New transition): Use a transition phrase to
link the old information to new information.

Sentence 3 (New Information): Introduce new information
related to the topic, building upon the old information.

Sentence 4 (Implication or Conseguence): Conclude the

paragraph by drawing a conclusion or implication based on
the new information.
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Examples
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Old-to-New Information Flow

Although your first instinct in establishing a smooth flow of ideas is to use
logical connectors such as however or furthermore, many writers generally try
to follow a progression from old or given information, which is in the sub-
ject position or early at the left end of the sentence, to new information,
which is placed at the right end of the sentence. Placing relevant “old” infor-
mation in early position establishes a content connection backward and pro-
vides a forward content link that establishes the context. Notice how this
old-to-new pattern is established in this text.

@ Research has shown that caffeine does indeed reduce

sleepiness and can lead to better/academic|performance since
students can spend'more time Atudying. @ Despite its effectiveness
in counteracting sleepiness, caffeine can have a negative impact on
subsequent sleep, which for many/students may already be com-
promised. @ Specifically, caffeinated beverages consumed near

bedtime at night can prolong sleep onset and reduce sleep effi- n
ciency and depth, thus affecting both sleep guality and duration.

@ Most of the research on hc;:? caffeine affects sleepiness/alertness
has focused on coffee or|no-doze pills. @However, a new kind

of caffeinated drink has become increasingly popular, namely

Academic Writing for Graduate Students, 3rd Edition: Essential Skills and Tasks

John M. Swales & Christine B. Feak

httpifwww . press.umich.eduftiteDetailDesc.do?id=2173936

Michigan ELT, 2012
32

ACADEMIC WRITING FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS

functional energy drinks (FEDs). gFEDs are marketed as products

that can improve both mental al;i/ﬁwsical performance. @ In addi-
tion to containing caffeine, FEDs have other active ingredients
such as taurine, glucose, and glucoronolactone. @ Exactly how
these ingredients together affect alertness remains unclear.
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Let’s Look at an Example Together!

Work with a partner and answer these questions that focus on
old-to-new flow of ideas.

1. The first sentence of a description of the biological clock follows.
Given what you know about the old-to-new pattern of informa-
tion, what are the two topics (or focal points) of the second
sentence that the reader would likely expect?

The biological clock is a master clock that dictates the day-
night cycle of activity known as circadian rhythm.

Topic 1:

Topic 2:

= F - = - - — - - — —_— ==
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@ The biological clock is a master clock that dictates the
day-night cycle of activity known as circadian rhythm. @ The
suprachiasmic nucleus (SCN) was identified as the location of
the clock in the brains of humans and animals. @ Specialized
clock genes are activated and deactivated mainly by a pair of
proteins, one of which turns on a group of genes and the
other of which turns off a key gene in a feedback loop that
has a 24-hour rhythm (specifically a 24-hour and 18-minute
rhythm).

Academic Writing for Graduate Students, 3rd Edition: Essential Skills and Tasks
John M. Swales & Christine B. Feak

http://www.press.umich.eduftitleDetailDesc.do?id=2173936
Michigan ELT, 2012

34 ACADEMIC WRITING FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS

3. What do you think of this revision? How does this differ from
the first version?

@ The biological clock is a master clock that dictates the
day-night cycle of activity known as circadian rhythm. @ The
clock was identified in a part of the brain called the suprachi-
asmic nucleus (SCN). @ Within individual SCN cells, special-
ized clock genes are activated and deactivated mainly by a
pair of proteins, one of which turns on a group of genes and
the other of which turns off a key gene in a feedback loop
that has a 24-hour rhythm (more precisely, a 24-hour and 18-
minute rhythm).
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What do you
think about
these two
versions?
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Revise the end of the paragraph!

4. In Sentences 4 and 5, the author wrote this:

O The biological clock functions regardless of the normal
24-hour cycle of light and darkness. @ Light is involved in
resetting and regulating the clock.

Is the relationship between the two sentences clear? Could the
author do anything to clarify how the two points are related?

What? What about combining the two sentences into one?

Can you offer a revision here?

ZSL Heidelberg, Natalie Stevenson
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To Sum up:

X Use the hourglass method to structure your paper

5y Using ‘Flow’ techniques will make your writing easier to
1 follow
A Questions? Interested in signing up for a language
ﬂ;/;z course? Stop by the ZSL, or click here for our website.
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https://www.heiskills.uni-heidelberg.de/de/ueber-uns/zentrales-sprachlabor

ZSL Heidelberg, Natalie Stevenson

UNIVERSITAT
HEIDELBERG
ZUKUNFT
SEIT 1386

17



	Folie 1: Lange Nacht Der Hausarbeiten: Academic Writing in English  Natalie Stevenson  ZSL Heidelberg
	Folie 2: The ZSL (Zentrales Sprachlabor)
	Folie 3: Today’s Plan: 
	Folie 4
	Folie 5: Introduce Yourself to your Neighbor!  Discuss: 
	Folie 6: Structuring an Academic Paper: Use the Hourglass Method! 
	Folie 7: What is ‚flow‘? 
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12: Examples
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16: To Sum up: 
	Folie 17

