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Shape the Future of DeepTech Innovation – Apply for the Joint Doctorate–MBA Program of Heidelberg University and Mannheim Business School
Are you a doctoral researcher with entrepreneurial ambition and a research project with startup potential? The new joint PhD–MBA program by Heidelberg University and Mannheim Business School offers a unique opportunity to combine cutting-edge scientific research with top-tier business education. Over 24 months, you'll continue to pursue your doctorate while earning an MBA, working in interdisciplinary teams to turn real research into real ventures. This is your chance to gain the skills, network, and mentorship needed to become a science-based entrepreneur. Applications open soon for the pilot starting in September 2026 – offering three stipends to highly motivated innovation-driven researchers and future entrepreneurs. Please find an outline of the required application details below. Applicants must go through a competitive internal selection process conducted jointly by Heidelberg University and Mannheim Business School. 
Eligibility criteria: 
· You are currently enrolled in a doctoral program at Heidelberg University in the natural sciences, life sciences, or engineering fields.
· At the time of enrolment into the part-time MBA, you have successfully completed the first year of your doctorate.
· Your project and results show promise for developing a startup, ideally, your research topic demonstrates clear commercialization potential and be at or near proof-of-concept stage.
· Willingness and ability to work in multi-competence teams, collaborating across scientific, technical, and business domains.
· Commitment to pursue in parallel both the doctoral and part-time MBA program over a 24-month period.
· You must be available to participate in the program starting September 2026.
· Your supervisor/mentor must actively support the combined doctorate and MBA curriculum.


Applicant
Last Name:
First Name:
Start date of doctoral studies:
Group and Department:
Address:
Email contact:
TAC members (if applicable): 

(1) Research Area

List up to five keywords:

(2) Motivation (max. 1 page A4, Arial, 11pt)

(3) Research Outline (max. 500 words) 

(4) Innovation Potential of research project (max. 1 page A4, Arial, 11pt) 
(Non-confidential information only; include status regarding proof-of-concept)

(5) Supporting statement for the enrolment in the part-time MBA by mentor (max. 1 page)	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Extra document
(Please declare your support for a joint doctorate and MBA education of the applicant, also given the time commitment needed and the potential effect on the length of the doctorate. Please comment on the innovation potential of the doctoral candidate’s project and on the proof-of-concept status. Please comment on the qualities of the doctoral candidate (particularly regarding excellence, mindset, resilience))

(6) References 

(7) Data privacy consent (needed to be able to process your application)
Please choose “yes” to agree that your application will be shared with the reviewers of your proposal.
☐ yes 	☐ no 

We handle your application in a confidential way and will not share any information outside of the evaluation committee for your proposal. The reviewers are subject to strict confidentiality.

We store and handle data given in the application for processing and deciding on the application and for statistical, internal and scientific evaluations to monitor the quality of our processes. Data for these purposes are used in an anonymous way. 

Please choose “yes” to agree to the storage and handling of your application.
☐ yes 	☐ no 

By choosing “yes” you agree that the foregoing consent also includes processing of special categories of personal data referred to in Art. 9 Paragraph 1 General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

If you do not consent above, we are unfortunately unable to process your application.
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